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pontoons which he had placed across the river,
Cadogan decided to attack ; the Swiss battalions
were thrust back and surrendered and the French
cavalry were driven off. Vendome could at first
scarcely credit the arrival of the Allied army,
whose infantry had marched fifty miles in sixty
hours, but he decided to crush Cadogan with all
his force. Trusting to his left wing simultaneously
to launch an attack, he himself took command on
the right. The left, through a misunderstanding,
failed him.

Whether Cadogan's original attack was made on
Marlborough's orders is uncertain. But as soon as
the Duke took command the clash of advanced
guards was developed by him into an " encounter
battle," each regiment falling into its place to
broaden the firing line as it reached the field across
the river. Cadogan's forces became part of the right
of the battle line and at six o'clock in the evening
Eugene was put in command of the whole of the
Allied right. On the left an essentially infantry
battle in ground enclosed by woods and rivulets de-
veloped and ultimately, by bringing up his Dutch
troops on the extreme left of his line, Marlborough
threatened to envelop the French right flank com-
pletely. Although Eugene with the British
cavalry more than held his own in the open
ground on the right, it was on the Allied left that
the battle was won. Indeed, the French left,
because it did not take its full share in the fighting,
escaped relatively unharmed. But the whole
French army was saved from annihilation only by
the dark. It lost some 15,000 men in casualties
and prisoners against the Allies' 3,000.
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